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This study is a narrative review introducing global trends in patient safety education within medical schools

and exploring the status of Korean education. Core competences for patient safety include patient centeredness,
teamwork, evidence- and information-based practice, quality improvement, addressing medical errors,
managing human factors and system complexity, and patient safety knowledge and responsibility. According
to a Korean report addressing the role of doctors, patient safety was described as a subcategory of clinical
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care. Doctors’ roles in patient safety included taking precautions, educating patients about the side effects Korea

of drugs, and implementing rapid treatment and appropriate follow-up when patient safety is compromised.
The Korean Association of Medical Colleges suggested patient safety competence as one of eight essential
human and society-centered learning outcomes. They included appropriate attitude and knowledge, human
factors, a systematic approach, teamwork skills, engaging with patients and carers, and dealing with common
errors. Four Korean medical schools reported integration of a patient safety course in their preclinical curriculum.
Studies have shown that students experience difficulty in reporting medical errors because of hierarchical
culture. It seems that patient safety is considered in a narrow sense and its education is limited in Korea.
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Patient safety is not a topic for dealing with only adverse events, but a science to prevent and detect
early system failure. Patient safety emphasizes patient perspectives, so it has a different paradigm of medical
ethics and professionalism, which have doctor-centered perspectives. Medical educators in Korea should
understand patient safety concepts to implement patient safety curriculum. Further research should be done
on communication in hierarchical culture and patient safety education during clerkship.
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